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June 2013
Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (S. 195/H.R. 628)
The Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (S.195/H.R. 628) would expand the availability of comprehensive school-based mental health services for students in communities across the U.S.  The science is clear that a key component of academic success is addressing the mental health of our nation’s students – healthier students learn and perform better.  Representative Grace Napolitano (CA), a Co-Chair of the House Mental Health Caucus, introduced the House bill, H.R. 628, in the House of Representatives on February 13th, 2013.  Senator Al Franken (MN) introduced the Senate companion to this bill, S. 195, on January 31st, 2013. Similar legislation was introduced last Congress.
Background

Education is an essential building block in the lives of children and adolescents.  Positive academic and social experiences in school help children and adolescents gain the knowledge, skills, and tools necessary to grow into independent and productive adults.  Mental health is essential to learning and to the healthy social and emotional development of children.

According to a February 2009 Institute of Medicine report on mental health prevention and promotion, 50 percent of individuals with a mental health diagnosis first experience it by age 14, 75 percent by age of 24.  Given the early onset of emotional and behavioral disorders and their subsequent direct and indirect costs (estimated at $247 billion annually), investments in early intervention programs, especially those that better connect health and education systems, should be prioritized.

Furthermore, the final report of President Bush’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health and a November 2005 national survey released by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) both emphasized that efforts to enhance interventions for children’s mental health must involve schools.  
Legislation

The Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (S. 195/H.R. 628) builds on SAMHSA’s highly effective Safe Schools/Healthy Students program (SS/HS), which is a unique federal grant program designed to prevent youth violence by drawing on the best practices in education, justice, social services, and behavioral health to help communities take action.  S. 195/H.R. 628 authorizes competitive grants to local school districts to assist them in early interventions and referrals for treatment, it provides supports for students and their families, and it supports staff training that is culturally and linguistically appropriate.

The Mental Health in Schools Act (S. 195/H.R. 628) would:

· Expand the scope of the Safe Schools/Healthy Students program to provide access to more comprehensive school-based mental health services and supports;

· Authorize competitive grants to local school districts to assist them in implementing effective mental health programs;

· Provide for comprehensive, culturally and linguistically appropriate, trauma-informed staff development for school and community service personnel to support students;
· Promote positive mental health education and support for parents, siblings, and other family members of children with mental health conditions; and

· Require schools to thoroughly document outcome measures and demonstrate the positive impact of these programs in order to generate support for continuing after the grant funds expire.

Messages to Congress
· Mental health is essential to learning and to the healthy social and emotional development of children.

· Cosponsor the Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (S. 195/H.R. 628).

· Increase funding for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students program in FY 2014 to enable more schools to establish mental health, substance use, and violence prevention and early intervention programs.

Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (S. 195) Cosponsors (18):
Sen Baucus, Max (MT) 

Sen Blumenthal, Richard (CT) 

Sen Brown, Sherrod (OH) 

Sen Cardin, Benjamin L. (MD) 

Sen Coons, Christopher A. (DE) 

Sen Durbin, Richard (IL) 

Sen Gillibrand, Kirsten E. (NY)

Sen Heinrich, Martin (NM) 

Sen Hirono, Mazie K. (HI) 

Sen Johnson, Tim (SD) 

Sen Landrieu, Mary L. (LA) 

Sen Merkley, Jeff (OR) 

Sen Rockefeller, John D., IV (WV) 

Sen Sanders, Bernard (VT) 

Sen Stabenow, Debbie (MI) 

Sen Tester, Jon (MT) 

Sen Udall, Tom (NM) 

Sen Warren, Elizabeth (MA)

Mental Health in Schools Act of 2013 (H.R. 628) Cosponsors (68):
Rep Barber, Ron (AZ-2)

Rep Blumenauer, Earl (OR-3) 

Rep Bonamici, Suzanne (OR-1) 

Rep Brownley, Julia (CA-26) 

Rep Cardenas, Tony (CA-29) 

Rep Cartwright, Matt (PA-17) 

Rep Castor, Kathy (FL-14) 

Rep Christensen, Donna M. (VI)   

Rep Chu, Judy (CA-27) 

Rep Cicilline, David N. (RI-1)
 Rep Cohen, Steve (TN-9)
Rep Connolly, Gerald E. (VA-11)  

Rep Conyers, John, Jr. (MI-13) 

Rep Courtney, Joe (CT-2)  

Rep Davis, Susan A. (CA-53) 

Rep DeGette, Diana (CO-1)

Rep DelBene, Suzan K. (WA-1)  

Rep Ellison, Keith (MN-5) 

Rep Esty, Elizabeth H. (CT-5)  

Rep Green, Al (TX-9)

Rep Grijalva, Raul M. (AZ-3)

Rep Hanabusa, Colleen W. (HI-1)

Rep Hastings, Alcee L. (FL-20)  

Rep Himes, James A. (CT-4) 

Rep Hinojosa, Ruben (TX-15)  

Rep Johnson, Eddie Bernice (TX-30)

Rep Kaptur, Marcy (OH-9)

Rep Kirkpatrick, Ann (AZ-1)

Rep Langevin, James R. (RI-2) 

Rep Larson, John B. (CT-1) 

Rep Lee, Barbara (CA-13) 

Rep Levin, Sander M. (MI-9) 

Rep Loebsack, David (IA-2)  

Rep Lowenthal, Alan S. (CA-47)  

Rep Lujan Grisham, Michelle (NM-1)  

Rep Lujan, Ben Ray (NM-3)

Rep McCarthy, Carolyn (NY-4)
Rep McDermott, Jam (WA-7) 

Rep Meng, Grace (NY-6)  

Rep Moore, Gwen (WI-4)

Rep Moran, James P. (VA-8)

Rep Negrete McLeod, Gloria (CA-35) 

Rep O’Rourke, Beto (TX-16)

Rep Pastor, Ed (AZ-7) 

Rep Perlmutter, Ed (CO-7)

Rep Peters, Gary C. (MI-14)  

Rep Rahall, Nick J., II (WV-3) 

Rep Rangel, Charles B. (NY-13) 

Rep Roybal-Allard, Lucille (CA-40) 

Rep Ruiz, Raul (CA-36)

Rep Rush, Bobby L. (IL-1)

Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. (IL-9) 

Rep Schiff, Adam B. (CA-28) 

Rep Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" (VA-3) 

Rep Shea-Porter, Carol (NH-1) 

Rep Sires, Albio (NJ-8) 

Rep Slaughter, Louise McIntosh (NY-25) 

Rep Thompson, Mike (CA-5)

Rep Titus, Dina (NV-1)

Rep Tonko, Paul (NY-20)  

Rep Tsongas, Niki (MA-3)  

Rep Van Hollen, Chris (MD-8)   

Rep Vargas, Juan (CA-51)

Rep Vela, Filemon (TX-34)  

Rep Velazquez, Nydia M. (NY-7) 

Rep Walz, Timothy J. (MN-1)

Rep Waters, Maxine (CA-43)

Rep Wilson, Frederica S. (FL-24)

Cosponsors as of 5/24/13.
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